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FIELD INVESTIGATION  /  OLIVAS ADOBE

A preserved California adobe surrounded by enduring local legends.

The historic Olivas Adobe preserves Ventura's rancho-era heritage. Folklore includes the Lady in Black, sometimes identified as
Theodora Olivas, and reports of phantom children.

DOCUMENTED HISTORY

Built during California's rancho era, the adobe was home to the Olivas family. The preserved site interprets local
architecture, family life, and regional history.

REPORTED PARANORMAL ACTIVITY

Stories describe a woman dressed in black and children reportedly seen or heard near the residence. Their identities and
any supernatural explanation remain unverified.

LEGEND CHECK

DOCUMENTED

The adobe, Olivas family, and historic preservation are documented.

PARANORMAL TRADITION

The Lady in Black and phantom children remain attributed local folklore.

PARANORMAL HOTSPOTS

HISTORIC ROOMS Reported apparitions; observe only during authorized tours.

GROUNDS Stories of a woman in black; compare lighting and shadows.

COURTYARD Childlike voices reported; note ordinary visitors.

EXHIBITS Respect historic artifacts and interpretive displays.

HISTORY + LEGENDS
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WHAT TO WATCH FOR

Footsteps / voices Shadow / reflection

Children / visitors Doors / floor sounds

Light / windows Airflow / temperature

Tour groups / staff Outdoor traffic / birds

BASELINE NOTES

SOUND / ACOUSTICS

LIGHT / REFLECTIONS

AIRFLOW / TEMPERATURE

PEOPLE / ACTIVITY

WEATHER / EXTERIOR

OTHER CONTROLS

INVESTIGATOR NOTES
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THE HISTORY-AND-LEGEND COMPARISON

During an authorized visit, compare a documented fact from an exhibit or guide with a local legend. Record the source
and possible ordinary explanations.

1. SOURCE Identify the exhibit, docent, or historical source.

2. LOCATION Record the permitted observation area.

3. BASELINE Note visitors, sound, light, and airflow.

4. LEGEND Describe the reported experience neutrally.

5. COMPARE Separate documented facts from interpretation.

6. RESULT Record remaining questions without assumptions.

LOCATION PROTOCOL

Respect the preserved adobe and grounds. Stay in open public areas, follow tour rules, and obtain permission for organized
investigations or specialized recording.

CHALLENGE RESULT
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VISITOR INFORMATION

Olivas Adobe Historical Park | 4200 Olivas Park Drive, Ventura, CA 93001. Confirm current tours, admission, and visiting hours
with the City of Ventura.

LINKS + RESOURCES

CITY VISITOR INFORMATION >

CITY OF VENTURA >

HISTORIC RESOURCES >

VISIT COMPLETION

Reviewed site history Visited authorized areas

Checked tour rules Researched local legends

Completed comparison Followed location protocol

FIELD JOURNAL

INVESTIGATION # VISIT DATE

ONE THING I COULD NOT EXPLAIN

Research basis: City of Ventura; local legends presented as reported traditions.

https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/2552/Olivas-Adobe-Visitor-Information
https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/
https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/
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